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The Partners for Advancing Health Equity Collaborative hosted an interactive session, 
Defining Our Collective Health Equity Goals, on April 12, 2022. The P4HE Collaborative used 
MURAL as a tool to collect the ideas and questions of participants from 
academia, community organizations, policy groups, and the private sector. Through this 
interdisciplinary exchange of perspectives, participants reflected on core tenets and the 
future of health equity research and practice. Together the group shared their views 
on a widely used definition of health equity and what is needed in frameworks that address 
inequities. Participants provided input on the type of support, resources, and tools the 
Collaborative could develop and use to assist them in their work. This report provides a 
synthesis of key takeaways, solutions, and action steps identified through the session. 

Session Objectives 

• Lay the foundation to build relationships and connect Collaborative members.

• Foster Collaborative members’ framing of health equity.

• Build awareness of tools that can be used to support collaboration and application to
health equity.

• Ideate on resources and tools that the Collaborative could provide to members.

Session Voices 
The session engaged 37 active participants from academia, community organizations, policy 
groups, and the private sector. Attendees participated through Mural, Zoom chat, and voice 
discussion. The session featured opening remarks by Andrew Anderson, PhD, from the Tulane 
University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine. It was facilitated by Kristefer 
Stojanovski, PhD, from Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, 
Courtney Barthle, Senior Director, Poverty Solutions at ICF, and Jackie Rhodes, Senior Manager, 
Workforce Innovations and Poverty Solutions at ICF. 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001keINaSakQJYD0vl6B3_kyRYcOC_3NdfJcaDyVijifwnub7K-SFgwsikcUyDWasn89eRBt6pQsCBQbctTVzUSNXYBlrt2cwRUWSvaE0oKOqPncLhXEt128RzN_4kqeQXc9G-I40Ibbwk=&c=H54hHd0Og61ectp3npyyroMAZPBuSLElMpBD1Bc0hC9lIkpL5CPlCA==&ch=KA8gwJbhPl8XVhdbK1XHlFWPhr4xbHVEC3Rb9wVulSUaA_jO3ERKGQ==
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Defining and Framing Health Equity 
During the session participants reflected on a common definition of health equity (definition 
below) by examining how the definition serves us in framing and addressing health equity 
and exploring what is missing.  

"Health Equity means that everyone has a fair and just opportunity to be as 
healthy as possible. This requires removing obstacles to health such as 
poverty, discrimination, and their consequences, including 
powerlessness and lack of access to good jobs with fair pay, quality 
education and housing, safe environments, and health care."   

Participants engaged with the definition and shared ideas on what was missing and how it 
could be enhanced. Key considerations included the following. 
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After the discussion surrounding definitions of health equity, participants engaged in 
dialogue offering suggestions for building – or leveraging existing – frameworks(s) to 
address health inequities. We outline the main themes below from that conversation: 
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During the discussion around definitions of health equity, participants also conversed about 
the types of levers to pull across a diversity of sectors to support health equity. We outline the 
main themes and supporting notes from participants.  
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Informing Our Future: Resources and Tools 
The last part of the interactive session asked participants to share suggestions for how the 
P4HE Collaborative can best support their work and enhance nationwide efforts around 
health equity work. Main themes are shared below. 

Training, tools, and resources the P4HE Collaborative could provide include those that build 
skills on topics such as: 

• Storytelling for impact
• Sustainability planning
• Bridging research and practice/implementation
• Visualizing data and incorporating data into decision-making
• Practicing and scaling of equity and equity principles
• Case studies of successful partnership and collaboration strategies
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Future Action 
The P4HE Team will take the information gathered through this session and use it to build out 
specific offerings and resources that are responsive to the needs of the Collaborative and the 
field of health equity . These may include: 

To learn more about these issues, or Partners for Health Equity's calls to action, a resource 

library including full recordings of all P4HE webinars can be found on the P4HE website. 
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